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The Church celebrates the memory of the martyrdom of St. Peter and
St. Paul on the 5th of Abib, which is the 12th of July. This feast is
called in our Church by the name of "the Feast of the Apostles". Its date
is unchanged in every year.

The Church venerates these two apostles very profoundly; and raises
them and honours them exceedingly; especially in the prayer of the
partition" or "the division" which pertains to the fast of the apostles nd
to the feast of the apostles, which we pray during the holy mass.

. N . i
These two saints represent two distinguished kinds as regards the erson-
ality, the mission, and the style. Each one of them has distinct haracteristics.

THE POINTS OF DIFFERENCE Peter was among the first whom the Lord had chosen to work
with Him (Matt. 10).

And Paul was not among the twelve, and not even among the seventy apostles, but the Lord
chose him lastly, after the resurrection and years after the choice of Matthias......

He did not follow Christ during His predication on earth. He rather said about that: "Then last
of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles,
who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God" (1 Cor. 15:
8-9).

And although he was the last in his call, yet he "labored more abundantly than they all" (1 Cor.
15:10). That shows that it is not a matter of precedence, but according to the amount of weari-
ness from exertion for God.

A person may not be the most ancient among the workers in ministry, and nevertheless he may
be the strongest of all the workers. John the Baptist was not the first prophet in the Old Testa-
ment, but he was the last of them in their chronological order. Nevertheless it was said that
"among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist" (Matt.
11:11).

The apostle Peter was a married man. It was mentioned in the Gospel that Christ healed his step
-mother from fever (Matt. 8: 14-15). In his journeys for the predication, he wandered accompa-
nied by his wife as a sister (1 Cor. 9:5).

But the apostle Paul was a virgin. (1 Cor. 7:7). He called for the preference of virginity. "But
each one has his own gift from God", "as the Lord has called each one...... Let each one remain
in the same calling in which he was called" (1 Cor. 7: 7,17,20). That proves that the Lord calls
everybody to His service, whether they are married like Peter, or virgins like Paul. Peter began
his life with the Lord Christ with love, confidence, and faith.
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Peter. St. Mark ends the first half of his Gospel with a
triumphant climax. He has recorded doubt, misunder-
standing and the opposition of many to Jesus. Now
Peter makes his great confession of faith: “You are the
Messiah” (Mark 8:29b). It was one of the many glori-
ous moments in Peter’s life, beginning with the day he
was called from his nets along the Sea of Galilee to
become a fisher of men for Jesus.

The New Testament clearly shows Peter chosen by
Jesus to have a special relationship with him. With
James and John, he was privileged to witness the
Transfiguration, the raising of a dead child to life and
the agony in Gethsemane. His mother-in-law was
cured by Jesus. He was sent with John to prepare for
the last Passover before Jesus’ death.

And to Peter did Jesus say, “Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so, | say to you, you are Peter, and upon this
rock | will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
| will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatever you lose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matthew|
16:17b-19).

But the Gospels prove their own trustworthiness by the unflattering details they include
about Peter. He clearly had no public relations person. It is a great comfort for ordinary
mortals to know that Peter also has his human weakness, even in the presence of
Jesus.

He generously gave up all things, yet he can ask in childish self-regard, “What are we
going to get for all this?” (see Matthew 19:27). He receives the full force of Christ’s
anger when he objects to the idea of a suffering Messiah: “Get behind me, Satan! You
are an obstacle to me. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings

do” (Matthew 16:23b).

Peter is willing to accept Jesus’ doctrine of forgiveness, but suggests a limit of seven
times. He walks on the water in faith, but sinks in doubt. He refuses to let Jesus wash
his feet, then wants his whole body cleansed. He swears at the Last Supper that he
will never deny Jesus, and then swears to a servant maid that he has never known the
man. He loyally resists the first attempt to arrest Jesus by cutting off Malchus’s ear,
but in the end, he runs away with the others. In the depth of his sorrow, Jesus looks
on him and forgives him, and he goes out and sheds bitter tears. The Risen Jesus told
Peter to feed his lambs and his sheep (John 21:15-17).

Paul. If the most well-known preacher today suddenly began preaching that the United
States should adopt Marxism and not rely on the Constitution, the angry reaction
would help us understand Paul’s life when he started preaching that Christ alone can
save us. He had been the most Pharisaic of Pharisees, the most legalistic of Mosaic
lawyers. Now he suddenly appears to other Jews as a heretical welcome of Gentiles,
a traitor and apostate.
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Paul’s central conviction was simple and absolute: Only God can save humanity. No
human effort—even the most scrupulous observance of law—can create a human
good which we can bring to God as reparation for sin and payment for grace. To be
saved from itself, from sin, from the devil and from death, humanity must open itself
completely to the saving power of Jesus.

Paul never lost his love for his Jewish family, though he carried on a lifelong debate
with them about the uselessness of the Law without Christ. He reminded the Gentiles
that they were grafted on the parent stock of the Jews, who were still God’s chosen
people, the children of the promise.

In light of his preaching and teaching skills, Paul’s name has surfaced (among others)
as a possible patron of the Internet.

Comment: We would probably go to confession to Peter sooner than to any of the othe
apostles. He is perhaps a more striking example of the simple fact of holiness. Jesus
says to us as he said, in effect, to Peter: “It is not you who have chosen me, but | who
have chosen you. Peter, it is not human wisdom that makes it possible for you to be-
lieve, but my Father’s revelation. I, not you, build my Church.” Paul’s experience of the
risen Jesus on the road to Damascus was the driving force that made him one of the
most zealous, dynamic and courageous ambassadors of Christ the Church has ever
had. But persecution, humiliation and weakness became his day-by-day carrying of the
cross, material for further transformation. The dying Christ was in him; the living Christ
was his life.
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“Honour your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which
the Lord your God is giving you.” — Exodus 20:12

We know this verse like the back of our hands. Yet how often do we practice this?
When you go to confession, is there ever a point where you don’t stop to think about
how you treated your parents? There is something missing here. Clearly, we cannot
fully grasp the importance of honouring our parents.

Our parents, like God, love with an unconditional love. If God has ever expressed how
much He loves us, it is by comparison to the love of a parent. Isaiah 49:15-16 reads,
Can a woman forget her nursing child,
And not have compassion on the son of her womb?
Surely they may forget,
Yet | will not forget you.
See, | have inscribed you on the palms of My hands

After all the sins that the nation of Israel committed against the Lord, He continues to
pour His Love upon them. Did Israel deserve anything from the Lord at this point?
Every man acted in accordance with what was right in his own eyes. What God? They
showed complete ignorance for the God that saved them, the God that redeemed
them, the God that promised them a land flowing of milk and honey. Yet He still reach-
es out to them in love. Maybe this time they will understand. Maybe if He just showed
them how great His love is once more.

John Cassian says, “This design and love of His, which the Lord designs with unwea-
rying kindness to benefit us with and which He wishes to express as an act of human
affection, although He discovers no such loving disposition in His creation to which He
could worthily compare it, He has compared with the most tender heart of a loving
mother. He uses this example because He can find nothing dearer in the nature
of human beings.*

A mother could never forget her own child. It is medically impossible. Oxytocin is re-
leased throughout pregnancy and is particularly heightened during delivery. While it
primarily serves to assist with contractions, oxytocin is also known as the “love hor-
mone.” This is because it shifts behaviour toward warmth, compassion and protection
for the new born baby. A love that is not conditioned to the actions of the baby. At that
point, nothing a child does can make their parents love them any less. Through the
family unit, God gives us insight into the love that is imparted from the Creator to the
creation.

Christ explains the entire oxytocin process best when He says, “A woman, when she
is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth
to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has
been born into the world.” — John 16:21

How could a screaming baby lead to joy? It was all in His original design. While the
love of a parent is but a small fraction of the love God has for us, it brings us that little
bit closer to Him.
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When we are loved unconditionally, it becomes difficult to reciprocate. There may be
immediate repercussions for a child’s action, but the love of a parent remains. If we
look at the story of St Augustine’s return to God, we see the power of a parent’s love.
St Monica had successfully converted her husband and mother-in-law to the faith but
her son, Augustine was more difficult. After sending him away, she had a vision that
forced her to continue praying for his salvation despite his resistance. For years, she
prayed and on one encounter with a bishop, he told her, “the child of those tears shall
never perish.” Seventeen years of prayer later, St Augustine became one of the great-
est theologians of our faith.

For the rest of us, we may not be joined to the world living to our heart’s content, we
may think that we are doing alright, but for all the times we ignore or react badly to our
parents, do we truly know love? In the same way we did not choose our parents, we did
not choose God either. Christ told His disciples, “You did not choose Me, but | chose
you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should re-
main, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” — John 15:16.

These levels of love are difficult to comprehend and so, God’s starts us off simply with
the example of our parents so that we get a glimpse into true love that is in Christ.

All'in all, we may never be able to comprehend the love of a parent until we become
parents ourselves. Alas, the opportunity to love our parents is here and now, we cannot
let it go to waste out of ignorance. Despite whatever annoyance, anger or frustration
that you may have for your parents, no one will love you quite the same as your par-
ents. God promises us long life if we honour our parents. We could not be joined with
Him unless we loved our parents. How could we honour God whom we have not seen fiff
we do not honour our parents whom we have seen? It is not a matter of punishment, it
is a matter of understanding.

Learn to honour your parents first, then you will learn to give God the glory due to His
Name. There is no parent who does not wait with the same eagerness as the father of
the prodigal son. After he had spent his entire inheritance, treating his father like he
was already dead — the absolute height of disrespect — his father waited and watched
for his son’s return, for his son to be brought back to life. This is the love that we hon-
our. It is no difficult task when we can understand how much they have already given
up for us out of unconditional love.

|www.coptic.org.au 7 springoflove@copticmail.com




i

oo Did you know??? ]

L

Did you know? How the Apostles Died

St. Peter He was crucified upside down on an x-shaped cross. According to church tradition it
was because he told his tormentors that he felt unworthy to die in the same way that Jesus
Christ had died.

St. Andrew Was crucified on an x-shaped cross in Patras , Greece . After being whipped severe-
ly by seven soldiers they tied his body to the cross with cords to prolong his agony. His follow-
ers reported that, when he was led toward the cross, Andrew saluted it in these words: 'T have
long desired and expected this happy hour. The cross has been consecrated by the body of
Christ hanging on it.' He continued to preach to his tormentors for two days until he expired

St. James Just The leader of the church in Jerusalem. He was thrown over a hundred feet down
from the southeast pinnacle of the Temple when he refused to deny his faith in Christ. When
they discovered that he survived the fall, his enemies beat James to death with a fuller's club
(This was the same pinnacle where Satan had taken Jesus during the Temptation)

St. John Faced martyrdom when he was boiled in huge basin of boiling oil during a wave of
persecution in Rome. However, he was miraculously delivered from death. John was then sen-
tenced to the mines on the prison island of Patmos. He wrote his prophetic Book of Revelation
on Patmos. The apostle John was later freed and returned to serve as Bishop of Edessa in mod-
ern Turkey. He died as an old man, the only apostle to die peacefully.

St. Philip He was tortured severely, and then was crucified head down in Herapolis.

St. Bartholomew Also known as Nathaniel was a missionary to Asia. He witnessed for our Lord
in present day Turkey. Bartholomew was martyred for his preaching in Armenia where he was
flayed to death by a whip.

St. Thomas Was stabbed with a spear in India during one of his missionary trips to establish the
church in the sub-continent.

St. Matthew Suffered martyrdom in Ethiopia, killed by a sword wound. St. Luke He was
hanged in Greece as a result of his tremendous preaching to the lost.

St. James the Great Son of Zebedee. He was a fisherman by trade when Jesus called him to a
lifetime of ministry. As a strong leader of the church, James was ultimately beheaded at Jerusa-
lem. The Roman officer who guarded James watched amazed as James defended his faith at his
trial. Later, the officer walked beside James to the place of execution. Overcome by conviction,
he declared his new faith to the judge and knelt beside James to accept beheading as a Chris-
tian.

St. Matthias The apostle chosen to replace the traitor Judas Iscariot, was stoned and then be-
headed.
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St. Paul Was tortured and then beheaded by the evil Emperor Nero at Rome in A.D. 67. Paul

endured a lengthy imprisonment, which allowed him to write his many epistles to the churches
he had formed throughout the Roman Empire. These letters, which taught many of the founda-

tional doctrines of Christianity, form a large portion of the New Testament.

St. Mark Died in Alexandria, Egypt, after being dragged by horses through the streets until he

was dead.

The Church Rite

The Lakan Lakan is a Syrian word means basin, and it is the pot of marble or stone placed in the
third Khurs of the church where the priests pray on the water to make it a force for healing and

Beatification ...

The Mass of Lakan has been Instituted to remember the baptism of Jesus and to exercise of the
virtue of humility as bending to wash the feet of His disciples in the holy Thursday as well as to

practice the meaning of service.

The mass of the Lakan is prayed times per year: Epiphany — The Holy Thursday — The Feast of
Apostles.

Faar not Joseph &g . Your Master knows what He (s doing [
& a
Josaph was clothed by God in four different ways: r_‘_?'

~

1 The colourful tunic which his father Jac ht him and his brothers harshiy took it off him n theew him in the deep well
2 The garment of slavery in Potiphar's house, by which his wife caught him but Joseph fied and ran away, and through false
accusation. he was confined to the priscn
v - . ~
3 he prison rebe which he unfaidy wore for 11 years, he didn't understand why, but God was aware of what He was doing
- . > 2 P
4 he garments of fing linen,by a dwine intervantion, which Joseph wore for 80 years

Thank You My Lord, because You have everything under control, You know what You are do ng. Even if I don'l yet understand the

avery wisdom, @

ound me, | trust Your goodness and wisdom, Your plans always surpass

things happening a

"0 Lord , how manifold are Your works! In wisdom You have made them all.” Psalms 104:24

veat is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite
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Announcement

Bexley — Sydney

Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions
5t Mary & 5t Mina's Cathedral

Through the prayers of HH Pope Tawadros 1l and his partner in the apostolic
ministry, our beloved father H.G. Bishop Daniel, Bishop of Sydney & Affiliated
regions, 5t Mary & 5t Mina's Cathedral is delighted to invite you to its Spiritual
Revival, which will be held in the period between 20th— 23rd of June, 2018 to
celebrate the feast of the Consecration of the Church of Mari Mina the Wonder
Worker at Maryut [(the Patron of our Church ). The Theme of the Revival is [The
Holy Spirit) according to the following program:-

St. Anna The Prophetess
Group

T:00 —9:00 pm
Vespers,
Day/Date Morning Liturgy Procession, Speaker
Sermon &
Glorification
Wed 20/06/18
13 Baouah 5-7 am lst Mass
1734 8:30 - 11 am 2nd Mass A Tht'? ﬂl;heﬂﬂl‘;g_f Rev Fr
The Feast of Then Ladies Meeting ° 5 E'ritn ; Luke Malek
Archangel 4:30 - 6 pm 3rd Mass =Pt
Gabriel
5-T7am lst Mass A/E
. _ . -
Thurs. 21/0618 | 330 1&2::"’ 2nd The Holy Rev Fr
14 Baounah e Spirit in Our Makarious
1734 followed by St. Simon & Yy "py 5107 5p Thrahim

Fri 220617
15 Baounah 1734
The Feast of the
the Consecration
of the Church of
Mari Mina the
Wonder Worker

5-7 am lst Mass
Arabic/English
8:30-10:30 am 2nd
Mass

The Holy
Spirit and His
Work in
Patrology
(according to
the Church
Fathers)

ERev Fr Siraphim

First Mass from
11 pm - 1:30 am

Followed by
Praver’s
Meeting,

Tasbeha and

Sat 23/06/18
16 Baounah
1734

11 pm - 1:30 am
1zt Mass
6 - 8am 2nd Mass
8:30-10:30 am 3rd Mass

The Holy
Spirit and
Martyrdom

Tadros Samaan

YV Rev Fr
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Eg% Announcement

By supporting Coptic Orphans, yous
1. Provide access to basic needs.
2. Ensure academic support from pre-school to
graduation.
3. Keep boys out of child labour and girls away from
early marriages.
4. Help mothers start small businesses to achieve self-
reliance.

Ways to donates
1. Call us on 02 9787 9777

2. www.copticorphans.org _
3. Direct deposit BSB 032000 Account 436951 (please put your
mobile # in reference)

"The end of the financial year is only 2 weeks away. Your donation
to Coptic Orphans will have DOUBLE the impact this year: A group
of generous donors will match your donation dollar for a dollar but
only TILL JUNE 30. You will make a big difference to the life of the
children so don't waste this opportunity and make your donation
ASAP by contacting 02 9787 9777, by direct deposit or make your
donation online. details are on the flyer.

Thank you for your kind heart and God bless your service"

" Al ¢ o) 2,8 e Ll Qo 3 L) i€ (e 5 sl asall L) Lo

Gl a5 Macquarie fields o) o) W) i abdw e 5le cgaaall Al gl ams Y1 (5 S0
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The 40th day commemoration of the beloved father Azir Magar Sidhom will be
held on Saturday 30th of June, 2018 at Anba Abraham church, 2 Wills Road
Long Point. A Liturgy will be held from 8am. To our beloved His Grace Bishop
Daniel and all the church fathers, the family greatly appreciated your
condolences and prayers
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You, That he may dwell in Your courts.” - Psalm 65:4 WAGDY GRANT FARAG
Beloved husband of Mrs. Clair Farag, Father of Mr. Pierre Farag and his wife, Mrs. Amber
Farag, Mr. Paul Farag. Brother of Mrs. Evet and her husband Mr. Mounir Raphael, Mr. Atef
Farag and his wife Mrs. Enas Farag, Mrs. Sonia and her husband Mr. Ramzi Mikhail.
The First Year Commemoration Liturgy will be on Saturday 30 th June 2018 at 8:00AM
at St. Demiana and St. Athanasius Coptic Orthodox (119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl NSW)
His soul is now in the eternal place of rest,...living more than we live, seeing more than we see,

celebrating eternally ...at the banquet table of the wedding feast of the Lamb, aiding us and
interceding for us with Christ his God and our God...Remember us before the throne of God
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